REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES

Overview

This summary includes the addition of a new, ad-hoc committee that will be responsible for coordinating the development and analysis of control strategies across multiple SIP obligations and timelines.

Additionally, the Stationary and Area Source (SAS) and Mobile Source Committees are now working in conjunction to oversee a number of technical workgroups engaged in assessing and developing control measures for ozone precursors.  A description of this new operating framework is included as Attachment 1.
Control Strategy Committee

On March 4, 2005, the Chair established the OTC Control Strategy Committee as an ad-hoc committee to assist with coordination of the attainment planning work of the upcoming few years.   There is a three-year commitment to this committee that is comprised of Northeast and mid-Atlantic states; MARAMA, NESCAUM and OTC staff.  The effort will assist in states developing Ozone, PM-fine, Regional Haze, and Clean Air Interstate Rule SIPs.  Tasks will include:

· overall planning for SIP submittals – maintaining a timeline and reporting on progress to date to the Air Directors

· ensuring inventory and modeling efforts meet SIP planners needs and reporting on progress to date and potential problems (with recommendations to address them) to Air Directors

· identifying areas that need coordination as SIPs are developed by states (with recommendations to address them) to Air Directors

· identifying tasks that could be developed as a SIP template for states to use

· identifying tasks that might be best executed through contractor assistance

· coordinating control strategy development in consultation with the Directors

· making control strategy recommendations to the Directors, and in turn the OTC

The Committee co-chairs and organizational staff will meet as needed  to identify specific work tasks and to coordinate work of those tasks through the other standing committees.  The work to ensure inventory, modeling, control strategy development and SIP quality documentation is timely and complete will be the work responsibility of this committee over the next several years.  

REPORT OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
Background

The OTC Communications Committee met in October 2004 and in March 2005 to review and move forward with work to implement specific projects under the communications plan.  The plan serves as a critical planning tool as the Committee is charged with recommending projects each year, focusing on public health, and coordinating with MANE-VU’s long-range strategy where appropriate.  

Since the last meeting, the Communications Committee has moved forward on three separate projects.  

Newsletter

MANE-VU wrote, produced and distributed its first stakeholder newsletter.  The newsletter was provided to MANE-VU members and partners as well as outside stakeholders such as government officials, political officials, members of key partner organizations and other audiences as deemed appropriate.  An electronic version of the newsletter is posted on the web site and was also distributed electronically to a MANE-VU distribution list which was developed by MANE-VU staff, in coordination with members and partners.

Press Kit

A press kit was developed, which was designed to educate and inform key audiences about regional haze and related messages.  The kit includes a MANE-VU tri-fold brochure, fact sheets and a Media Resource Guide.  The Committee is also in the process of creating “boilerplate” press releases so that all MANE-VU members will be able to easily create and distribute press releases in their state or selected geographic area.

Clean Air Week 

The major deliverable for this project will be a successful Clean Air Week for 2005. Planning and coordination began at the October meeting and will continue through the last week in May.  While States host events as early as late April and throughout the summer, OTC will maintain a web page in the month leading up to the week with a customizable electronic brochure with a summary of events and links to member States' web pages. Additional regional opportunities were considered and shared within the Committee.

REPORT OF THE MODELING COMMITTEE

Background

The Modeling Committee continues to develop a Regional SIP Quality Modeling Platform for the Ozone Transport Region (OTR).  Four, state-led workgroups have been working under the guidance of the Committee to develop the data and analysis needed for eight-hour ozone SIP attainment demonstrations.  
The Committee is coordinating with the Control Measures Workgroup (under the SAS Committee) to ensure that control measure related inputs will be available in a timely manner for the regional modeling platform.  The Committee met on April 26, 2005 and received a status update on the modeling protocol and control strategy assessment work.  The Committee identified the importance of the established schedule and timeline for ozone modeling and the need to coordinate the timing of regional haze and particulate matter modeling as priorities.
OTC SIP Quality Ozone Modeling System 

State leads continue to develop the components of the regional modeling platform per the Modeling Protocol (Attachment 2) for the OTC SIP Quality Ozone Modeling System endorsed by the OTC at its 2003 Fall Meeting.  The CMAQ model will be used to evaluate the effectiveness of control strategies in the OTR Modeling Domain. The regulatory objective will be to design a strategy that will result in attainment of the 8-hour ozone NAAQS in moderate non-attainment areas by 2009.
The Modeling Protocol established four state-led workgroups to coordinate the use of the platform as a tool for effective ozone control strategy development. The New York Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has agreed to be the lead agency for developing the ozone modeling system for assessing the future year attainment of the 8-hour ozone NAAQS in the OTR.  Recent work in the four areas has progressed as follows:  
Status:
Modeling

· sensitivity analyses complete
· base case, 36 KM modeling this summer

· initiate control strategy modeling Fall 2005

· Benchmark runs to compare computer platforms at several locations are being performed now.

Meteorological Fields

This group, lead by Maryland Department of the Environment, Professor Dalin Zhang, and Dr. Jeff Stehr of University of Maryland (UMD) has recently completed set-up of the computer clusters needed to run MM5 (using modified Blackadar PBL scheme) for the year 2002.  UMD staff has completed the May through September 2002 simulation of meteorological data and is now proceeding with developing the meteorological fields for the other seven month period for use in the PM2.5 and regional haze modeling work.
Under contract with Environ, the workgroup has completed the analysis for 1997-2003 ozone and meteorological data that provides for identification of ozone episodes and associated meteorological regimes within the OTR.  A Final Report was delivered to the Committee in May 2005 confirming the suitability of the 2002 ozone season for SIP-modeling purposes.

Emission Inventory Development

· The OTC/MANE-VU 2002 Inventory was completed or “frozen” on April 15, 2005 to begin base-case modeling.  Benchmark runs, containing inventory and episode-related meteorological files, were distributed by NYDEC to NESCAUM,  UMD, and NJ. The purpose is to ensure consistent modeling results across the computer platforms to be used by the different modeling centers and to allow for the future potential sharing of workload and results across the States.

· Adjustments to the MANE-VU PM 2.5 and Regional Haze Inventory will be completed by June 2005 by NJDEP to better reflect summer-time EGU emissions and to adjust for the actual transportable fraction of fugitive dust emissions.  SMOKE-ready output files for use in CMAQ modeling will be made publicly available.

· MANE-VU, through a MARAMA contractor, will be allowing for state corrections to the final 2002 MANE-VU inventory this summer.    

· Projection Inventories for electrical generating units are being developed as part of regional haze work through a MARAMA contract in conjunction with other RPO’s projection work. The contractor will be running the Integrated Planning Model (IPM) to develop future year emissions for EGU sources across the country.  Several regionally consistent IPM runs and several OTC/MANE-VU specific sensitivity runs will be performed to determine the best way to grow emissions from EGU units considering the new CAIR and possibly local caps that will be placed upon the States. 

· Projection Inventories for area, nonroad, and non-energy point sources, incorporating growth and new control information, will be prepared through a MARAMA contract for the OTC/MANE-VU States and will be available in Fall 2005.

· Projection Inventories for mobile sources in the MANE-VU/ OTC region will be developed by states with coordination by MARAMA and NESCAUM staff.  

Ozone Control Strategy Screening
This group will now be working with the Control Strategy Committee to evaluate potential control measures to ultimately include in the control strategy runs in the ozone modeling platform.  The CALGRID model, developed under contract with EarthTech, is under final review by the Modeling Committee.  Options are currently being explored for permanent data warehousing of input files.  Below are highlights of that work:

· Earth Tech contract completed in Spring 2005
· Model, source code, and users’ manual delivered by contractor

· Strategy runs and documentation performed to date compiled by NH DES staff and made available on OTC web site

REPORT OF THE STATIONARY AND AREA SOURCE & MOBILE SOURCE COMMITTEES
Background

The Stationary and Area Source (SAS) and Mobile Source Committees have been working jointly to direct the efforts of several state-led workgroups currently engaged in control measures analysis and development.  In addition to these workgroup activities, the committees continue to monitor the progress of ongoing OTC initiatives and federal actions.
State Regulations Based On OTC Control Measure Model Rules

States are continuing to develop regulations based on OTC model rules for NOx and VOC reductions supported in a March 2001 resolution to coordinate regional emission reductions (Attachment 3).  On an ad-hoc basis, states have continued to coordinate on implementation issues including:
· compliance and enforcement information sharing

· implementation issues

· further analysis of additional measures, including AIM survey

Control Measure Analysis and Development
Since the two committees reported to the Commission at the 2004 Fall Meeting in response to charges to assess and recommend regional control measures for consideration, several state-led workgroups have been initiated to assess control strategies and recommend implementation options.  The following initiatives and state-led efforts are underway:

Control Measure Workgroup
The top priorities identified by the SAS committee were to establish a benchmark of existing controls and identify additional measures that may be implemented on a state and regional basis – particularly RACT controls.  A state-led workgroup has been formed to develop the following work products:

· Benchmark of existing controls

· Identification of new measures

· Coordinated evaluation of current RACT

· Documentation of calculation methodologies and emission benefit estimates of regional measures

OTC Multi-Pollutant Workgroup
In response to a charge by the Commission at the 2004 Fall Meeting to pursue options for implementing the OTC Multi-Pollutant position, the SAS Committee formed a separate workgroup, under the guidance of Thomas Snyder of Maryland, to recommend an implementation strategy for developing a program based on member states’ multi-pollutant reduction needs.
· Implementation Strategy

· Preliminary regional cap estimates based on OTC Multi-Pollutant Position adopted January 27, 2004

· Recommendations for Regional Collaboration and Stakeholder participation

· Process for evaluating OTC emission targets and timeframe elucidated in Position

Additional Point and Area Source Measures

· NSR Threshold: At least half of OTC member states’ major source threshold will be affected by new classifications under the eight-hour ozone standard.  The SAS Committee will evaluate state regulations for options to maintain requirements based on existing major source thresholds.
· Distributed Generation : To date, member states have taken various approaches, some based on model rules, to address distributed generation.  While initiatives such as OTC’s White Paper on Distributed Generation (DG) or the Regulatory Assistance Project (RAP) provided well thought-out models, they did not suit individual state needs.  An assessment of current member states’ approaches to DG should be made and consensus reached on a regional approach for small engines and distributed generation.

· Additional VOC Controls: A number of potential sectors for new or revisited controls were presented at the Committee meeting.  The Committee will continue to build a list of potential VOC controls that may serve as a resource for states.

· The Committee has proposed a scope of work for a survey of AIM coating sales and is currently vetting survey design through state legal counsel and industry stakeholders
Corridor Initiative

At the 2004 Fall Meeting, the Mobile Sources Committee identified existing heavy-duty diesel engines as a critical sector to be addressed in meeting short-term emissions reductions.  A concept for a “corridor” approach was recommended as a way to focus resources and emission reductions by the following objectives:
· bundle several regional measures to encourage acceptance within and beyond OTR

· promote measures that work better when there is a critical mass

· present opportunity to expand to upwind states

The Committee is currently developing a framework that will leverage existing state and regional initiatives to provide a regionally consistent approach to on-road diesel emission throughout the OTR.
Next Steps 
The Committee is ready to begin developing measures to be implemented on a regional basis for eight-hour ozone attainment, but will need further assurances from the Commission before doing so.  

Implementation mechanisms may include model rules, outreach, legal actions, or voluntary agreements.  Contractual assistance will likely be needed to develop technical support for several of the measures.  The Committee will continue development and analysis of control measures and will present preliminary recommendations and modeling results at the 2005 Fall Meeting.
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